Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2006

Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Vice Chairman in the Chair)

	Mr Robin Buxton
	Mr Ray Walpole

	Mr Graham Downing
	Mr Chris Wright


In Attendance

	Mr Robert Haworth, Secretary to the Forum

	Ms Gillian Morgan, Director of Planning and Development

	Mr Nick Sanderson, Head Ranger (Countryside)

	Mr Peter Tilley, Access Development Officer, Suffolk County Council


23
Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Ms Liz Brooks, Mr Keith Heazle, Mr Tony Howes, Mr George Saunders, Mr Charles Swan, Mr Mark Wells and Mr Christopher Yardley.

24
Mr Laurie Ritchie


The Chairman referred to the sad loss of Laurie Ritchie who had been a leading light in respect of the development of environmental stewardship schemes for farm land and had made an important contribution to the work of the Forum.  The Vice Chairman had attended the funeral and the Authority had been represented by Mr Sanderson.


Mr Walpole suggested that it might be appropriate for some kind of memorial to be erected at St Benet’s trail to commemorate Laurie’s contribution to the surrounding environment.  It was agreed that this possibility should be investigated and that there should be liaison with other organisations that may be intending something similar. 

25
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 December 2005 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

26
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes

(1) Minute 16: Broads Local Access Forum Website

The Secretary to the Forum reported that the Forum was currently included with other committees within the Broads Authority’s website.  This however was a temporary measure and as soon as a decision had been taken about the logo (see minute 29) the Forum would be provided with its own discreet area.    

(2) Minute 18: Broads Local Access Forum: Role and Priorities

The Head Ranger (Countryside) indicated that he would be reporting progress on this matter under a substantive item on the agenda.  

(3) Minute 19: Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan for Norfolk: Public Consultation by Norfolk County Council

The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that a response to the consultation had been sent to the County Council on the basis of the points set out in minute 19.

An acknowledgement had been received from the County Council stating that:

 “Comments affecting substance will be taken to Cabinet Members in Spring 2006 for review and will be actioned as considered appropriate.  Corrections to factual and typographical errors will be made.

Once complete, the final Rights of Way Improvement Plan will be posted on the Environment section of our website.” 

Members were concerned about the nature of the reply from the County Council that gave no indication whether the Forum’s detailed concerns would be addressed or not.  It appeared that the Draft ROWIP would be considered by the Cabinet and adopted with or without amendments following that meeting.

The Forum was clear that it should not concede that the Plan would go through in its current form.  It was suggested that a letter should be sent to the Chairman of the County Council’s relevant Scrutiny Committee expressing the Forum’s concerns and asking him and his committee to look into the issue further.  Furthermore it was felt that a letter should be sent to the County Council’s Cabinet making clear that the Forum was unhappy with the draft ROWIP as it stood, contrasting it with Suffolk Draft ROWIP, indicating that the Forum would not endorse it in its current form and that the Forum’s name should not be used in the document. In respect of the Norfolk and Suffolk draft ROWIP’s the question could be posed as to which would be of most benefit to tourism in Norfolk.

It was agreed to proceed on the basis detailed above and to request the Secretary to draft appropriate letters with copies being sent to the Countryside Agency, the Broads Tourism Forum and the Norfolk Local Access Forum.

(4) Minute 21: Access at New Mills

The Secretary reported that he had written to Norwich City Council on the basis of the points set out in the minute.  Despite of chasing on more than one occasion he had not received a response.  He had spoken to an officer at the City Council that morning who had merely confirmed that the path could be closed through to October 2006.  The case officer had not been available to discuss the detailed points raised in the letter.  The Secretary would continue to pursue the issue.

27
Local Development Framework Core Strategy Preferred Options:


Response to Consultation


The Forum considered a report by the Director of Planning and Development which updated the Forum on the development of spatial planning policies relating to access and recreation following the latest round of consultation.  A copy of the latest feedback in respect of the proposed policies for access and tourism were circulated.


The Forum indicated that there needed to be a reference to access to staithes and the need to both protect and enhance them and register and map them.  The reference could be made in either draft policy AT8 or TR7.  If members had any further comments to make they could forward these direct to the Director of Planning and Development.


RESOLVED


to request the Director of Planning and Development to include a reference to access to staithes in either draft policy AT8 or TR7.

28
Suffolk Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2006 - 2016

The Forum considered a report by the Head of Administration and Committee Services together with the Draft Suffolk Rights of Way Improvement Plan.

Mr Tilley, the Access Development Officer for Suffolk County Council, 

introduced the draft plan and went through it in some detail.

A feature of the draft plan was that it was already embedded in Suffolk’s Local Transport Plan and consequently funding was available to achieve the objectives in the plan. Members contrasted this with the draft Norfolk Rights of Way Improvement Plan where rather generalised aspirations were not linked to funding sources.

Mr Tilley reported that the intention was to develop an annual plan which could be used as a means of applying for additional funding from the Government Office of the South East.  Funding was already in place for 2006/07.

The BLAF had been given an early siting of the draft which would be sent out for formal public consultation during the months April, May and June.  It was agreed that members be encouraged to submit any comments on the draft plan to the Secretary who would collate them and bring them back to the next meeting on 20 June.  A final submission could then be submitted to Suffolk County Council immediately following that meeting. 

RESOLVED

to thank Mr Tilley for his presentation and to proceed on the basis outlined in the paragraph above.

29
Broads Local Access Forum: Logo

The Forum considered a report by the Secretary to the Forum attached to which were a number of preliminary designs for the logo for the Forum.  The logo would be used on agendas, letters, the website and any other publications associated with the Forum.

The Secretary reported that Liz Brooks had expressed a preference for the design that appeared in the middle column and was the third down.  Other members also felt that this was the best design and it was agreed that this should be adopted as the Forum’s logo.

RESOLVED 

to approve the logo as detailed above.

30
Rights of Way and Footpaths


The Head Ranger (Countryside) reminded members that at the last meeting there had been a discussion about the Forum’s role and priorities and that it had been decided to establish a Working Group to consider some of the matters raised in that discussion.  The Working Group had met on 6 March and the Head Ranger (Countryside) circulated a note of the meeting (a copy of which is attached to these minutes at Appendix 1). 


The Forum agreed that the Working Group had generated some interesting ideas.  It was agreed that notes of the meetings would be sent to all members and other members could join in with the group as and when they felt they could make a contribution.


Dr Bacon circulated a map detailing an area of land from Irstead Holmes to How Hill.  He indicated that a circular walk could be developed if a link was made by way of a footbridge at Crow Staithe.  He was hoping to get the necessary financial and planning consents.  The Forum agreed that this was a scheme that was worth supporting. 


RESOLVED

(i) to note report of the Head Ranger (Countryside) in respect of the Working Group and to agree that any member of the Forum should be able to attend meetings where they felt that they had a contribution to make; and

(ii) to support the scheme as outlined by Dr Bacon and to request him to keep the Forum updated about developments. 
 

31
Joint Meeting with the Norfolk Local Access Forum and possible three way meeting involving Suffolk Local Access Forum


The Head Ranger (Countryside) reported that following discussions with Peter Tilley and the Secretary of the Norfolk Access Forum it was being proposed to hold a three way meeting of the Forums on Wednesday 25 October 2006.


It was anticipated that the meeting would run from approximately 10.30am until 4.00pm and would include presentations by Abigail Townsend of the Countryside Agency and other relevant agencies.  The possibility of the meeting being held at St Peters Hall, Elham would be explored.


RESOLVED


to agree to participate in a three way meeting with Norfolk and Suffolk Local Access Forums on the basis outlined above,

32
Membership of the Forum


The Secretary to the Forum reported that there were currently five vacancies on the Forum and that a recruitment exercise which involved advertising in local papers and carrying out interviews would be undertaken so as to fill the vacancies before the next meeting in June.


It was agreed that if members knew any likely candidates then they should forward the name and address to the Secretary who would then be able to send them a recruitment pack.


The three year membership term of other members would also be coming up for renewal and the Secretary undertook to check with the Countryside Agency about the process for re-appointment.


RESOLVED


to note the situation as detailed above.

33
Date of next meeting


It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 20 June at 2pm in the Cranworth Room, County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich.


The scheduled meetings for 2006/07 are as follows:


Tuesday 19 September – 2.00pm (venue to be confirmed).


Wednesday 25 October – meeting with Suffolk and Norfolk LAF’s – 10.30am (arrangements to be confirmed).


Tuesday 12 December – 2.00pm (venue to be confirmed).


Tuesday 13 March 2007 – 2.00pm (County Hall, Martineau Lane, Norwich).

The meeting concluded at 4.40pm

Chairman

APPENDIX 1

Broads Local Access Forum Working Group

Meeting 6 March 2006

Present:

Ray Walpole

Keith Heazle

Chris Wright

George Saunders

Lee Cozens (BA)

Nick Sanderson (BA)

1
Purpose of Meeting

To examine the issues defined in minute 18 of the BLAF meeting of 13 December 2005, namely: 

· Wherrymans Way/Walking Activities/Pedestrian access to view the Broads.

· Cycling and integration with footpaths.

· Greater pedestrian and disabled persons access to the Broads.

· Joint working with the Norfolk LAF.

· Rights of way and footpaths.

2
Notes of discussion

It was decided that the range of discussion subjects was excessively large and impractical for the initial meeting, but contained themes and topics that could be considered as part of individual projects, and which could be dealt with as a framework for discussion for future meetings.

It was decided to consider a few specific issues and suggestions at this meeting, and to concentrate on the practical issue of the possibility for a connected “long distance route” along the north bank of the river Yare, from Thorpe to Reedham.

(1)
General suggestions 

(a) That the BA website should consider highlighting links between existing long distance and circular routes within the Broads.  Eg. between the Wherrymans Way /Angles Way /Peddars Way.  NS to investigate.

(b) That the BA should consider a Festival of Walking for the Broads, perhaps over a one or two week period for 2007 or 2008.  NS to discuss with BA colleagues.

(2)
Specific suggestions regarding the Long Distance Route from Thorpe to Reedham

Action points proposed:

· Explore possibility of a dedicated and waymarked route across Postwick Marshes.  A potential link was identified and landowner contacts are to be established.  LC / NS 

· Explore possibility of connecting the route between churches eg. Brundall and Braydstone church, and thus linking the route with the Open Churches project.  NS to discuss further with RW
· A possible route through and around Reedham was identified as a potential bridleway circuit.  LC/NS to discuss with NCC.

· An appropriate project may be eligible for the Lottery Fund “Reaching Communities” initiative.  NS to further research.

3
Further Points

The opportunities for greater public engagement afforded by “Health Walks”/Walking for Health Initiatives were briefly mentioned. It was suggested that the BA should engage with Great Yarmouth NHS PCT regarding the programme of walks running in the Bure/Ant and Thurne areas.  NS to contact.

4
Date and time of next meeting 
2.00pm: Tuesday 18 April 2006.

The meeting closed at 8.30pm
NS/RLH/RG/mins/blaf140306/p8of8/040706

